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move forward with missile defense for
this country.

It is outrageous to me, and it should
be to our colleagues, Madam Speaker,
that 10 years after 28 young Americans
came home in body bags from Desert
Storm, that we still do not have a
highly effective theater missile defense
system to protect our troops.
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We have made some progress. We
have pushed the PAC3 system, to the
extent now where it is about to be de-
ployed. We have made progress on the
THAAD program, having had success-
ful intercepts three times. We have had
success in our Navy areawide program.

The Israelis have had success with
the Arrow program. We are now mov-
ing together with them on the theater
high energy laser program, which of-
fers promising potential for us. We are
working with the Europeans, particu-
larly the Germans and Italians on the
Medium Extended Area Defense Sys-
tem, or MEADs.

We are making progress, but we still
have not had the success that we need.
I am convinced that part of that is be-
cause for the past 8 years we had no
consensus and leadership from the
White House pushing this country on
military defense as John Kennedy chal-
lenged America to land on the moon in
1960, and 9 years later we did it.

Madam Speaker, all of that is chang-
ing today, as the highest elected offi-
cial in our country comes out solidly in
favor of missile defense as a resource
for defending our people.

Now, some would say, well, why do
we worry about missiles when a ter-
rorist can take a truck bomb and do
the same thing? Well, we are concerned
about terrorists activities. In fact, that
is why in our committee we have
plussed up funding for work-related to
chemical and biological terrorism sig-
nificantly over the past several years;
but the fact is the weapon of choice by
Saddam Hussein to kill 28 young Amer-
icans was not a truck bomb. It was, in
fact, a low-complexity SCUD missile
that sent those young Americans, half
of them from my State, back home in
body bags to be buried by their fami-
lies.

Some say we cannot rush to judg-
ment on national missile defense, and I
can tell my colleagues what the Presi-
dent is going to offer is a layers ap-
proach, much like we have advocated,
where we deploy those quickest pos-
sible technologies that are proven and
tested to give us some short-term capa-
bility.

I say it is about time that we begin
deploying technologies that can assist
us. Some of our colleagues will say,
wait a minute, the Russians will be
backed into a corner. I say that is hog-
wash. Yes, the Russians do not trust us
today.

Madam Speaker, I would say if I were
a Russian today, I would not trust
America either on missile defense, be-
cause three times in the last 10 years,

we have publicly rebuked Russia on co-
operation of missile defense. The first
was after Boris Yeltsin in 1992 accepted
George Bush’s challenge to work to-
gether, and we began the Ross-
Mamedov between our State Depart-
ment and the Russian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

In 1993, when Bill Clinton came into
office, he abruptly canceled those
talks. That sent a signal to Russia, we
do not want you involved. The second
time was in 1996, when the only cooper-
ative missile defense program between
this country and Russia, the Ramos
project, was canceled by the Clinton
administration.

It was only because CARL LEVIN, peo-
ple like the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. SKELTON), the gentleman from Ha-
waii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE), and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) went to war with the White
House that we were able to reinvigo-
rate the Ramos program and keep it
alive, but the signal was sent to Russia
we do not want to work with you.

The third example was in 1997, at a
time where almost everyone says the
ABM treaty needed to be flexible. The
administration sent its negotiators to
Geneva to negotiate two outrageous
protocols that would actually tighten
up the ABM treaty. One would create
demarcation between theater and na-
tional missile defense artificial dif-
ferentiation, the other would be
multilateralization of the treaty.

The administration knew that nei-
ther the House or the Senate, espe-
cially the Senate would ratify those
protocols, but they convinced the Rus-
sians that that was our position. Even
though the Constitution requires the
administration to submit those kinds
of changes to the Senate for their ad-
vice and the consent for 3 years, the
administration never did that, because
they knew the Senate would not ratify
them.

The Russians for the third time were
tricked in their mind, tricked into be-
lieving that America really was serious
about cooperating with them.

When the Duma included those two
protocols, the part of START II ratifi-
cation last spring, all of a sudden our
Senate said no way are we now going
to pass START II, because the Duma
did what the administration did not do.
They attached the protocols to the
ABM treaty, as additions to the
START II treaty, something that we
would never accept in this country.

It is no wonder the Russians do not
trust us. If I were in Russia today, I
would not trust America’s intentions
in missile defense either. It is time to
get beyond that. We can, in fact, re-
build a trust that we have lost and let
the Russians know that missile defense
is not about backing them into a cor-
ner.

Missile defense is for Americans, for
Europeans, for Russians, and for all
peaceloving people on the face of the
Earth.

NATIONAL MISSILE DEFENSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.

BIGGERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush will outline today his plan
for national missile defense. I reserve
judgment until I hear the speech, but I
have been following SDI and NMD, Na-
tional Missile Defense, for years; and I
have a few thoughts of mine that I
want to share with the House, for
whatever they may be worth.

I think National Missile Defense,
NMD, is worth pursuing, and if it
works, I think it is worth deploying.
But we have not proved that it works,
not yet. In fact, after spending more
than $60 billion on missile defense, we
have learned as much about its limits
as about its potential. Every form of
defense we have explored at great ex-
pense has been found to be an Achilles
heel of one sort or another. Boost-
phase interceptors can be thwarted by
fast-burn boosters or ablative covers.
Space-based systems, whether they are
lasers or kinetic interceptors move in
fixed orbits and can easily be targeted
and taken out. Sea-based systems are
constrained by an obvious factor, the
finite space availability on ships avail-
able.

We for now settle on ground-based,
mid-course interceptors, which I con-
sider to be our clear first choice, the
right way to go, but I will be first to
tell you that the problem of discrimi-
nating warheads from decoys and chaff
is a daunting problem that is a long
way from being resolved.

We have spent 18 years and $60 billion
since Mr. Reagan made his speech; and
if we have learned anything, it is that
missile defense is not likely to render
nuclear weapons impotent and obso-
lete. It may enhance deterrence, I be-
lieve it will; but it is not likely to re-
place deterrence.

There is, however, a threat, a threat
of an unauthorized or accidental at-
tack, a threat of a rogue attack, exist-
ing and emerging, and I think it would
be wise to have a missile defense sys-
tem to meet that threat. But we have
to recognize, we have to be realistic
and recognize that a rogue or unau-
thorized attack can well come in an
unconventional manner and probably
will, rather than by missile with the
sender’s signature written all over it,
and that threat, the threat of nuclear
weapons in the hands of parties
undeterred by our ability to strike
back, is a very real threat best opted at
its source.

If we strike ahead to defiantly on our
own abrogate the ABM treaty and de-
ploy any defense systems that we want
to deploy, we may very well jeopardize
the arms control measures that make
us secure and make ourself less secure
rather than more.

Now, I think that ground-based inter-
ceptors are the first right step. We
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